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Patent & utility model search

NOTE: Text of communications 
from the Japan Patent Office 
(JPO) to applicants and vice 
versa written after July 2003 is 
available after 1 May 2007
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ELECTRONIC FILE INSPECTION ON THE JPO'S IPDL
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1. Move your mouse over here
to open the scroll-down menu

1a. Click on option "12" for
electronic file inspection
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SEARCH SCREEN

http://www.ipdl.inpit.go.jp/homepg.ipdl

2. Select the kind of 
document and enter
the document number

3. Click here to access
the electronic file

See next slide for explanation of 
kinds of document 
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patent application

utility model application

A:  laid open patent publication

B:   examined patent publication

B:   granted patent

U:   laid open utility model publication
(short version)

U1: utility model (full version)

Y:   examined utility model publication

U:   unexamined registered utility model

Y:   examined registered utility model

A:  PCT patent publication 
(non - Japanese priority)

U:   PCT utility model publication 
(non - Japanese priority)

KINDS OF DOCUMENTS
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DISPLAY OF ELECTRONIC FILE

http://www.ipdl.inpit.go.jp/homepg.ipdl

Note: Documents after July 2003 concerning 
examination will be available here after 26 March 
2007. However, due to changes in the system, this will 
be realized only after 1 May 2007.

The list of the documents 
contained in the file is here

4. Click on the blue link(s) to 
see the available documents
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EXAMPLE: TEXT OF JPO COMMUNICATION

http://www.ipdl.inpit.go.jp/homepg.ipdl

TIP: English is often used in the URL, sometimes giving
a strong hint to the meaning of the Japanese text


